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ABSTRACT

The article examines the current problems of spreading corruption in Ukraine. It has
been established that corruption is a negative socio-economic phenomenon that re-
strains the state's economic development, reduces trust in the authorities and compli-
cates the fight against Russia's military aggression. The coming years will be indicative
for Ukraine's international partners in the context of assessing the effectiveness of na-
tional anti-corruption policy, and the degree of implementation of planned anti-corrup-
tion reforms, which will indicate the level of integration of European values into society
and Ukraine's readiness to become a full member of the EU. The perception of the main
corruption problems by the public and business was analyzed, and it was established
that the general attitude of Ukraine towards corruption is shifting towards intolerance
of this negative phenomenon. Based on the analysis of the dynamics of detected finan-
cial violations by the State Audit Service of Ukraine in the region for 2019-2023, the
TOP-3 conditional regions that are prone to violations, including corruption, have been
determined. A trend analysis of the volume of financial violations was carried out, which
proved the average annual changes in the volume of the number of accrued violations
for the years 2019-2023 and allowed us to make a forecast for 2026. The results of the
foresight analysis show that the volume of financial violations in 2026 may reach the
level of UAH 68,956.5 thousand. Accounting criminal and administrative violations by
types of corruption during 2019-2023 were studied. The structural analysis of violations
for 2019-2022 shows that the top three corruption methods included: an offer, a prom-
ise or the granting of an undue advantage to an official (21,9%); failure to take appro-
priate measures to combat corruption crimes (15,7%); declaring false information
(12,8%). The analysis confirmed the significance of anti-corruption audits of companies
and the formation of an anti-corruption independent audit system.

Keywords: corruption, state’s anti-corruption ecosystem, state management and
regulation of the economy, state’s European integration economic policy, anti-corruption
audit, analysis and foresight analysis, financial control and state audit
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INTRODUCTION

On June 23, 2022, all 27 member states of the European Union voted to grant Ukraine
the status of a candidate for the EU [1]. This became a serious geopolitical achievement
of Ukraine in the international arena and a legal fixation of the European integration
course of our country on the difficult path to its recognition in the European community.

The formation of Ukraine as a European state was very difficult and today this process
is still incomplete. Ukraine's signing of the Association with the EU in 2014 [2], and the
implementation of the economic part of this international agreement in 2017 became
historical events in our country. The adopted European integration course had a signif-
icant impact on the formation and implementation of the economic and social policy of
Ukraine, the goals of which must now be aligned with the goals of the economic devel-
opment of the European Union: establishing cooperation with partner countries to pro-
mote the process of economic reforms, support for closer economic integration, support
for the sustainable development of the economies of the state’s members of the EU.
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At the same time, together with the obtained visa-free and free trade zone, the agreement declared Ukraine's commitment
to implement a few important reforms in strategic areas of public administration, which it subsequently carried out to one
degree or another, confirming the course taken on Euro-Atlantic integration.

Unfortunately, many key issues remain unsolved today. Ukraine must really comply with the main European standards and
principles, among which the development of a high-quality anti-corruption ecosystem of the state and the formation of
collective intolerance to any of its manifestations occupy a prominent place. Ukraine's accession to the EU requires really
working anti-corruption national reforms, anti-corruption independent audit and foresight analysis, which would ensure
sustainable development of economic and social processes. The fight against manifestations of corruption at all levels is a
mandatory requirement set by the European Union for the leadership of our country to become a full member of the EU.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Many modern scientists have devoted their works to the study of the essence and nature of corruption, as well as methods
and tools for combating corruption, in particular: Bevzo G. A., Kerechan D. M., Lutska K. P. [3], Bondarenko O. S. [4],
Hnylytska L. V. [5], Panchenko V. G., Reznikova N. V., Ivashchenko O. A. [6], Gugnin E. [7], Kolb O. G., Duchyminska L.M.
[8] Kofanov A.V., Pavlovska N.V., Kulyk M.Y., Tereshchenko Yu.V., Strilets G.O. [9], Marisyuk K.B., Yarchak O. O. [10],
Melchenko V.I., Derkachenko Yu. V. [11], Rodchenko S.S., Govorukha K.V. [12], Romanov M.V. [13], Serzhanov V. V.,
Dyachenko T. A., Abramov F. V. [14], Stratulat N. [15], Garust Y.V., Melnyk V.I. [16] and others.

Revealing the essential characteristics of the concept of “corruption”, Bevzo G. A., Kerechan D. M., and Lutska K. P. [3]
provide the author's definition and characteristic features of this phenomenon, as well as the reasons that, according to
the authors, cause mass corruption offences in the architecture and urban planning sector of Ukraine. The results of the
semantic analysis of the concept of “corruption”, as well as the doctrinal and legal aspects of the definition of this term
corruption in the field of jurisprudence, are presented in the work of Bondarenko O. S. [4]. Considerable attention should
be paid to the discovery by researchers of modern anti-corruption levers, among which the anti-corruption independent
audit occupies an important place. The theoretical-methodical and praxeological foundations of anti-corruption independ-
ent audit as an integrated anti-corruption activity are highlighted in the studies by Hnylytska L. V. [5]. The team of authors,
Panchenko V. G., Reznikova N. V., and Ivashchenko O. A., [6] paid attention to researching the potential of strategic
foresight in countering modern global challenges of economic security and inequality, as well as analyzing the specifics of
its use by EU institutions to promote stability and sustainability.

Gugnin E. proves in his work that the inevitable consequences of corruption are the appearance of lawlessness, the crim-
inalization of key areas of the economy, the deterioration of the dialogue between the population and state authorities,
and the interference of external entities in the state's activities, which ultimately leads to the loss of state sovereignty [7].

In the scientific works of such scientists as Kolb O.G., Duchyminska L.M. [8] and Rodchenko S.S., Govorukha K.V. [12],
the essence of corruption is considered through the prism of the influence of this phenomenon on the country's economic
security. At the same time, researchers emphasize the negative consequences of such interaction.

The result of a joint scientific study by such authors as Kofanov A.V., Pavliovska N.V., Kulyk M.Y., Tereshchenko Yu.V.,
Strilets G.O. is an assessment of the state of corruption in the system of public administration bodies and the consequences
of its impact on the economy countries [9].

Marisyuk K.B. and Yarchak O. O. emphasize the polyaspect nature of the concept of "corruption" and, based on this,
present a grouping of approaches to defining the meaning of this term [10]. The essential characteristics of corruption
were also revealed in the studies of V.I. Melchenko and Yu. V. Derkachenko [11].

Interesting from a scientific point of view are the results of the research of Romanov M.V., which considers not only the
administrative and legal aspects of corruption but also substantiates the psychological nature of the origin of this phenom-
enon, which will help the development of preventive measures to combat corruption violations [13].

Serzhanov V. V., Dyachenko T. A. and Abramov F. V. presented the results of a study of the impact of corruption on the
degree of achievement of the goals of the European integration course of Ukraine [14].

In the study of Stratulat N., the results of a comparative analysis of the definitions “corruption” and “anti-corruption” were
presented, which are useful for forming the theoretical basis of the study [15].

The scientific achievement of Garust Y.V. and Melnyk V.I. is a comprehensive study of the role, significance, and functions
of state bodies, authorized to protect the country's economic security [16].

DOI: 10.55643/fcaptp.6.59.2024.4509 91


https://fkd.net.ua/
https://www.fta.org.ua/

OIHAHCOBO-KPEAUTHA AIAMbHICTb: MPOBSIEMM TEOPIT TA MPAKTUKM
Tom 6 (59), 2024

Recognizing the importance of the scientific work of scientists, it was found that the lack of a comprehensive study of the
theoretical organizational and methodological basis of anti-corruption independent audit and foresight analysis leaves
unresolved a number of problematic issues regarding: the definition and characteristics of modern tools of effective state
anti-corruption management, establishing the essence of anti-corruption independent audit and its role in ensuring the
construction of the anti-corruption ecosystem of the state, identification of the determinants of the development of anti-
corruption independent audit of companies in the conditions of the European integration economic policy of the state, the
importance of solving which determined the relevance of the researched topic.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The purpose of the article is to justify the important role and expediency of performing an anti-corruption independent
audit of companies' activities and foresight analysis in the conditions of the state European integration policy, which will
contribute to the improvement of the anti-corruption ecosystem of the state, both at the macroeconomic level and at the
microeconomic level of the business entity. Based on the information provided, the following tasks of the article can be
identified in accordance with the set goal:

= investigate the essential characteristics of corruption and the consequences of its impact on the socio-economic
sphere;

= identify modern tools of state management of anti-corruption activities;

= establish the essence of the anti-corruption independent audit and its role in ensuring the formation of an anti-
corruption ecosystem of the state to support permanent economic development;

. analyze and forecast the general trend of changes in financial violations identified by the State Audit Service of
Ukraine (abbreviated name - SASU) for the period until 2026 and draw conclusions about their impact on the state
economy.

METHODS

To fulfil the tasks in the article, the methods of theoretical and empirical research were applied: dialectical, induction,
deduction, analysis, synthesis, abstraction, extrapolation - when determining the essence of corruption and anti-corruption
independent audit; economic and statistical, comparison, grouping - to assess the dynamics of detected financial violations,
to determine the development trends of anti-corruption audit; survey - when investigating the attitude of the public and
business to corruption; construction of economic models - in the analysis of the general trend and patterns of changes in
the identified financial violations. The method of mathematical forecasting was used in the construction of a forecast of
the volume of detected financial violations for the year 2026. To ensure the reliability of the obtained conclusions, separate
methods were applied in combination with the use of Microsoft Excel.

RESULTS

Effective countermeasures against corruption crimes are impossible without awareness of the essence, characteristics, and
possible forms of manifestation of this phenomenon. The profile law [17], which defines the basics of the implementation
of national policy in the field of combating corruption and prevention of corruption risks, defines that corruption is the "use
by an official person the official powers or related advantages with the purpose of obtaining an illegal benefit or the
agreement to accept such a benefit in order to motivate this person to improperly use the official powers granted to him"
[17].

According to the Index of Perception of Corruption in 2023, Ukraine ranks 104 out of 180, while the indicator has increased
by three points compared to 2022 [18]. Also, in December 2022, the 4th national survey of the business representatives
and population was conducted for an integrated assessment of the extent of corruption in Ukraine. According to the results
of the survey of citizens, corruption in Ukraine remains in third place among the most serious problems identified by
respondents for assessment, the same as it was in 2021. The first and second places in the rating of problems in 2021-
2022 are occupied by the high cost of living and military operations. In 2022, 64.2% of the population considers corruption
to be a very big problem. Regarding the perception of the prevalence of corruption in general, 81.1% of the population
and 69.2% of businesses believe that corruption is somewhat or very widespread in Ukraine [19]. According to the opinion
of the population, the greatest spread of corruption is observed in the judicial system and customs, border control and
land relations. As for the most corrupted spheres, according to the population, they remain the same compared to 2021.
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Assessments of the effectiveness of anti-corruption measures increased significantly and statistically significantly for all
authorities, both among the population and among businesses. According to the opinion of both groups, the President and
his Office are considered the most effective in the field of fighting corruption, and the Security Service of Ukraine is in
second place [19].

Corruption crimes that have been exposed and investigated in Ukraine in recent years have gained significant public
resonance and negative perception by the population. After all, in the conditions of a full-scale war, when Ukrainians
demonstrated an example of national unity and joint struggle against the enemy, corruption crimes began to be perceived
by the public as a particularly immoral and harmful phenomenon, which should have absolutely zero tolerance. Today,
there is complete awareness that a systematic, really working anti-corruption activity is the internal factor that will bring
Ukraine's victory over the aggressor country closer.

The coming years will be indicative for our international partners in the context of assessing the effectiveness of national
policy in the field of combating corruption, the degree of implementation of planned reforms and the achievement of
specific results of anti-corruption measures, which will testify to the level of integration of European values into our society
and Ukraine's readiness to become a full member of the EU [1].

Corruption is a negative social and economic phenomenon that restrains economic development, reduces trust in the
authorities and complicates the fight against the military aggression of the RF. It adversely affects economic development,
social justice, and the rule of law. Corruption was and remains a big problem in Ukraine because it did not disappear during
the full-scale invasion of the RF. In fact, there are some indications that corruption may have even increased under martial
law in our country [19].

There are several important reasons why corruption may be more prevalent in times of war compared to peaceful times.
First, war creates an atmosphere of chaos and uncertainty, which can be used by corrupt officials in their interests. Second,
war often leads to a sharp increase in government spending, which can create new opportunities for corruption through
the redistribution of budget funds. Third, war can lead to a weakening of control over corruption by government agencies.
The fight against the commission of corruption crimes is a long-term process that cannot be implemented in one day.
However, it is important that the government of Ukraine continues to take measures to fight corruption, even during the
war [19].

Currently, most citizens recognize corruption as the most acute problem in Ukraine. The general attitude of the population
of Ukraine towards corruption is gradually shifting towards intolerance towards this negative phenomenon. Figure 1 shows
the results of a survey conducted in 2022 on the perception of the main problems of the population of Ukraine [19].

Unemployment 64 23,5 9,7

Corruption 64,2 23 9,2

High cost of living and low

incomes 69,2 22,7 6,4
Russia's armed aggression 90.4 56
against Ukraine 4 '
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
Very seriously Rather seriously In part yes, in part no

Figure 1. Public perception of the main problems in Ukraine, %. (Source: based on [19])

In 2021, only 49.4% of Ukrainians believed that corruption could never be justified. As we can see according to Figure 1,
in 2022 the value increased.

According to the survey conducted in Ukraine in 2022, 64.2% of Ukrainians believe that corruption is a very serious or
rather a serious problem. This shows that corruption is included in the list of the most important problems facing Ukraine
[19].
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Corruption has a negative impact on all spheres of life in our country. It leads to embezzlement of state funds, which
negatively affects the financing of state programs and services. According to the World Bank, corruption in Ukraine costs
the state billions of dollars every year. Corruption makes it difficult to manage the state effectively because officials often
make decisions not in the interests of the state but based on their own interests. This leads to a deterioration in the quality
of public services and a decrease in trust in the authorities. Also, corruption leads to the growth of lawlessness in society
because people are convinced that laws do not apply to everyone equally. This makes society more unstable and dangerous
[19].

The business community also shows high intolerance to corruption. More than 55% of business representatives called the
problem of corruption the second largest after armed aggression. In 2021, 60% of business representatives believed that
corruption could never be justified. In 2022, this indicator increased slightly, reaching 60.3%. These data indicate that
Ukrainians are becoming increasingly aware of the problem of corruption and are ready to fight it [19].

Figure 2 shows the indicators of the analytical report of the "National Agency for the Prevention of Corruption”, according
to which it is possible to see in which spheres citizens encountered corruption more often.

0
Activities of law Activities of Humanitarian help Activities of tax State and Customs
enforcement administrative authorities communal
agencies service centers medicine

Figure 2. Corruption experience of the population in various spheres, %. (Source: based on [19])

Figure 2 shows that most cases of corruption experience are observed when interacting with state and communal medical
institutions and tax authorities. This problem seriously undermines citizens' trust in public services and public institutions.
To solve the problem of corruption in Ukraine, it is necessary to take a set of measures.

Figure 3 shows a diagram - indicators of corruption experience of business in various spheres.

25 22,1

Activities of law
enforcement
agencies

Control and
supervision of
business activities

Activities of tax
authorities

Construction and
land relations

Services for

Customs Judicial system
connection and
maintenance of

electricity, gas, water

supply and drainage

systems

Figure 3. Corruption experience of the business in various spheres, %. (Source: based on [19])

As we can see according to Figure 3 companies interact with the state less often than the population and are less likely to
encounter corruption situations during such contacts. It is interesting to note that the level of corruption is the lowest in
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the field of taxation, where connections most often occur. At that time, the spheres of customs control, construction, land
relations and supply of electricity, gas and water continue to lead in the ranking of the most corrupt industries [19].

The low rate of realization of anti-corruption reforms in Ukraine significantly slows down its economic growth. Business
surveys show that the prevalence of corruption and distrust of the Ukrainian judicial system are the main obstacles to
attracting foreign investment to our country. Foreign investors do not want to invest their money in countries where there
is a high level of corruption. This is due to such factors as:

= the risk of losing your investments due to corruption schemes;
] the difficulty of obtaining a fair trial in case of violation of their rights;
] the negative impact of corruption on the business climate.

Reduced investment creates uncertainty caused by corruption. Declining growth rates are a direct result of declining
investment inflows.

Other consequences include reduced spending on the education and health sectors due to the ease of budget manipulation
in these areas, an increase in the share and volume of public investment due to the possibility of officials receiving undue
from state projects involving investment funds and a decrease in tax revenues due to the corruption of tax administrations
and customs. These factors lead to the deterioration of the quality of performance of state functions due to insufficient
budget revenues.

Table 1. The volume of detected financial violations by the SASU by region in 2019-2023. (Source: systematized by the authors based on [20-

24])
2019 p. 2020 p. 2021 p. 2022 p. 2023 p.
[0] 1 L] 12} ! Ll 10] 1 Ll 12} 1 L] ("] 1
Ukraine £5e%8 %% | E5c8| 5%F | £5co% 53T | €558 5ZFT | E55E| 582
2Egp E3% | 2E.| E2& | 20| ES@ | 2ESY| E3% | 2EgG| ELS
g2 EE | 2%2e EF | B%zg BE | 2%z3 EE 2% i:
o3 <5 Ll <= o3 <5 o3 <5 o3 <F
Vinnytsia 53 28.9 31 186.6 50 162.9 42 90.2 41 100.6
Volyn 37 42.5 28 85.3 41 128.4 33 45.6 36 295.1
Dnipropetrovsk 59 91.5 28 174.5 48 22315 40 344.6 42 234.8
Donetsk 72 27.9 34 52.4 52 357.6 20 225.1 14 132.1
Zhytomyr 49 15.1 29 34.6 49 109.6 38 146.7 47 90.64
Transcarpathian 41 12.0 31 72.9 41 105.2 25 22.9 24 174.2
Zaporizhzhia 50 61.4 32 71.6 46 176.3 26 145.6 31 231.6
Ivano-Frankivsk 47 52.5 29 137.7 36 68.5 34 57.5 40 6 050.3
Kyiv 118 138.1 102 434.9 95 994.5 61 957.9 82 298.7
Kirovohrad 25 38.0 24 200.1 34 514.2 26 312.7 26 67.5
Luhansk 34 34.3 17 19.6 34 34.0 2 6.4 10 34.7
Lviv 89 119.9 65 645.0 80 906.8 84 655.4 90 325.5
Mykolaiv 41 74.1 19 1115 38 656.4 20 108.7 29 383.7
Odesa 82 154.2 60 452.8 70 885.5 45 522.5 66 183.7
Poltava 43 31.2 26 56.1 40 367 41 488.1 33 24 320.3
Rivne 34 15.8 20 35.8 20 133.9 22 57.6 29 74.4
Sumy 24 9.0 24 25.9 29 820.4 20 60 19 27433
Ternopil 44 45.6 23 42.3 43 152.6 32 72.3 31 3639.2
Kharkiv 91 161.0 51 330.1 66 531.1 20 25005.8 32 125.7
Kherson 42 30.2 30 43.3 38 126.5 9 38.7 6 64.25
Khmelnytskyi 39 36.7 31 98.0 32 67.1 31 149.3 32 131.4
Cherkasy 50 54.7 37 197.3 45 205.6 29 99.2 41 229.9
Chernivtsi 29 15.0 16 324 26 1157.2 20 100.8 22 64.23
Chernihiv 64 58.4 44 46.9 36 192.5 29 56.1 32 669.4
Total 1257 1348.0 831 3587.6 1089 7696.6 749 29769.7 855 40665.2
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Presented in the table. 1, the dynamics of the number of companies with respect to which violations were detected and
the number of violations make it possible to form the TOP-3 conditional regions that are prone to violations, including
corruption. In terms of the number of business entities: the Kyiv region is in first place, the Lviv region is in second place,
Odesa region is in third place. According to the number of detected violations: the Kharkiv region is in first place, the
Poltava region is in second place, and the Ivano-Frankivsk region is in third place. A summary of the rating of the biggest
violators is presented in Table 2.

Table 2. Regions of Ukraine by the number of violators of financial and economic activity and the amount of violations detected by the
SASU by region in 2019-2023. (Source: systematised by the authors based on [20-24])

The average number of legal entities characterised by

The average amount of violations for the period 2019-

Regions of violations for the period 2019-2023. 2023 per company
Ukraine
Number Rating (TOP) UAH thousand Rating (TOP)
Vinnytsia 43 5 113.8 18
Volyn 35 14 119.4 17
Dnipropetrovsk 43 6 615.0 6
Donetsk 38 10 157.0 15
Zhytomyr 42 7 78.3 20
Transcarpathian 32 16 77.4 21
Zaporizhzhia 37 11 137.3 16
Ivano-Frankivsk 37 12 1273.4 3
Kyiv 91 1 562.8 7
Kirovohrad 27 19 226.5 12
Luhansk 19 24 23.8 24
Lviv 81 2 529.3 8
Mykolaiv 29 18 266.1 11
Odesa 63 3 436.8 9
Poltava 36 13 5052.9 2
Rivne 24 21 62.2 22
Sumy 23 22 730.9 5
Ternopil 34 15 790.0 4
Kharkiv 52 4 5230.7 1
Kherson 25 20 59.1 23
Khmelnytskyi 32 17 92.6 19
Cherkasy 40 9 157.3 14
Chernivtsi 23 22 283.0 10
Chernihiv 41 8 204.5 13

The data of the analysis show the fact that compliance by companies with the current legislation in the field of financial
and economic activity, including the implementation of the norms of a specific anti-corruption law is observed in Luhansk,
Kherson and Rivne regions. For easier perception, the rating of detected financial violations by the SASU by region in 2019-
2023 is presented in Figure 4.
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Chernihiv
41/204.5

Rivne
24/62.2

Zhytomyr
42/783

Kyiv
91/562.8

Poltava
36/5052.9

Lviv
81/529.3

Khmelnytskyi
32 /92.6

Ternopil

34/790.0 Cherkasy)

40/157.3

Luhansk

Vinnytsia
19/23.8

43/113.8

Ivano- ¢
Frankivsk "o
37/1273.4

Kropywnytski

27/2265 E0iprg

43/615.0

Uzhhorod
32/77.4

Chernivtsi

Donetsk
38/157.0

Mykolaiv
29/266.1

Zaporizhzhia
37/137.3

Odesa
63/436.8

Kherson
25/59.1

Simferopol
no data available

Figure 4. Cartogram of the distribution of the average number of legal entities characterised by violations / the average amount of vio-
lations per company for the period 2019-2023. (Source: based on [20-24])

To determine the general trend of the amount of violations during 2019-2023, it is worth investigating its trend. The trend
analysis confirms the average annual changes in the volume of the amount of accrued violations over the past five years
(Table 3) and will make it possible to identify and analyse its manifestations for the future.

Table 3. Analysis of the general trend of changes in detected financial violations by the SASU for the period 2019-2023. (Source: calcu-
lated by the authors based on the data in Table 1)

Indicator name 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Total, UAH

The amount of detected financial vi-

olations by the SASU, UAH thousand 1348.0 3587.6 7696.6 29769.7 40665.2 83067.1

t -2 -1 0 1 2 0

2 4 1 0 1 4 10

Yt -2696.0 -3587.6 0 29769.7 81330.4 104816.5

Y(t) = 16613,4 + 10481,6t -4349.9 6131.8 16613.4 27095.1 37576.7 83067.1
{ YY=an+b)t

YYt=aXt+b)t?

substituting the value, we get:

{ 83067,1 = 5a
104816,5 = 10b

respectively:

{a = 16613,4
b =10481,6

DOI: 10.55643/fcaptp.6.59.2024.4509 97


https://fkd.net.ua/
https://www.fta.org.ua/

OIHAHCOBO-KPEAUTHA AIAMbHICTb: MPOBSIEMM TEOPIT TA MPAKTUKM
Tom 6 (59), 2024

The data of the analysis testify to the fact of a rapid increase in the total amount of detected financial violations by the
SASU, starting from 2020, on average annually by UAH 10,481.6 thousand. Such a phenomenon is extremely negative for
the economic development of Ukraine, in particular during the wartime and postwar period.

Figure 5 shows the general trend of the total volume of financial violations identified by the SASU for 2019-2023 and their
forecast volume until 2026.

80000
70000 _a
60000 =~

50000 -

40000
30000
20000
10000

0 -
2!9 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

-10000

—@— The amount of financial violations detected by the State Audit Service of Ukraine, UAH thousand
— B - The general trend (trend line) of the amount of financial violations detected by the State Audit Service of Ukraine, UAH thousand

Figure 5. The general trend of the total volume of detected financial violations for the period 2019 - 2023 and their forecast volume
until 2026, UAH thousand. (Source: constructed by the authors based on the data in Table 3)

Forecast data show that the last indicator in 2026 may reach the level of UAH 68,956.5 thousand (Y 2026y = 16613,4 +
10481,6 x 5).

Following paragraph 5 point 9 of the Regulation on the SASU approved by Resolution No. 43 dated February 3, 2016 - the
SASU shall, under the established procedure, transfer to law enforcement bodies materials based on the financial control
results in the event of violations of applicable laws, for which criminal penalties are established responsibility or that contain
signs of corruption [25].

The conducted studies confirm that by the current legislation of Ukraine, in particular, the administrative and criminal
codes, the signs of corruption are classified and the corresponding articles. The National Agency on Corruption Prevention
summarizes the aggregated statistical data (Table 4).

Table 4. Dynamics of recorded criminal and administrative violations by types of corruption during 2019-2023. (Source: summarized by the
authors based on statistical data [26-27])

Classification of corruption according to the Administrative and Crimi-

nal Codes of Ukraine 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

According to the Criminal code of Ukraine

Art. 364. Abuse by officials of their official position or authority 153 131 260 220 669
Art. 369. Offer, promise or provision of undue benefit to an official 685 956 1157 1215 1659
Art. 368. Acceptance of a promise, offer or receipt of an illegal benefit by an official 492 485 456 242 422
Art. .365-2.. Abuse of authorized powers by persons engaged in the provision of 40 38 86 38 61
public services

Art. 364-1. Abu.se of authorlzeq personnel of a legal entity of any organizational 36 60 49 14 46
and legal form in the field of private law

Art. 369-2. Abuse of influence 146 128 159 136 273
Art. 368-3. Brlb.ew of authorlzeq personnel of a legal entity of any organizational 46 13 40 16 20
and legal form in the field of private law

Art.. 35.4. Bribery of th'e authorized decision-making personnel of the enterprise, 55 28 27 24 51
institution or organization

Art. 368-4. Bribery of a public official authorized to make decisions 33 9 9 6 5
Art. 210. Using budget resources not for their intended purpose, spending or } 1 2 ) 3

providing budget loans from the budget without agreed budget allocations

(continued on next page)
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Table 4. Continued.

Classification of corruption according to the Administrative and Crimi-

nal Codes of Ukraine 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Art. 368-2. Illegal enrichment - - - - -
Art. 368-5. Illegal enrichment 1 1 4
Art. 366-1. Declaring false information 416 214
Art. 366-2. Declaring false information - - 3 7 8
Art. 366-3. Failure to submit a declaration by a person authorized to perform state
functions or functions of local authorities ) ) & 71 21
Together according to the Criminal Code 2102 2064 2327 1990 3269

According to the administrative code of Ukraine

Art. 172-4. Non-observance by the person of the restrictions established regarding

cooperation and combination with other activities 4 61 64 27 %0
Art. 172—.5.. Violation of the restrictions established regarding the receipt of gifts 28 27 18 16 2
by an official
Art. 172-6. Violation of financial control requirements 9770 7026 8024 1385 55
Art. 172-7. Violati f i lish I fli
rt' iolation of requirements established to prevent and resolve conflicts 666 864 1396 1312 2707

of interest
Art. 172-8. Tllegal use of data obtained by an official in the performance of official

) 2 8 7 5 12
duties
Art. 172-9. Failure to take appropriate measures to combat corruption 4 1 1 - -
Art. 188-46. Failure to comply with legal requirements (precepts) of the National 101 49 64 10 9

Agency on Corruption Prevention

Art. 212-15. Violation of the procedure for providing or receiving a contribution to
support a political party, violation of the procedure for providing or receiving state
funding for the statutory activities of a political party, violation of the procedure 1030 29 88 8 6
for providing or receiving financial (material) support for pre-election campaigning
or referendum campaigning

Art. 212-21. Violation of the procedure for submitting a financial report on the
receipt and use of election fund funds, a party report on property, income, ex- 320 272 216 10 -
penses and financial obligations

Total number according to the Administrative Code 13151 9655 10645 2851 4412

Total number in Ukraine 15253 11719 12972 4841 7651

We consider it expedient to draw attention to the fact, that for the period 2019-2023, there is a slight tendency to decrease
in cases of corruption. This fact does not confirm its complete disappearance. For example, the average annual rate of
growth of offers, promises, or the granting of undue benefits to an official during the researched period is 26.6%. A
positive point is the complete disappearance of “illegal enrichment” and “declaration of false information”.

For the period from 2019 to 2023, the most typical (modal) type of corruption is dominated by such types as — “offer,
promise or granting of undue benefit to an official”.

In our opinion, it is appropriate to analyze the structure and structural changes of corruption (Table 5) in accordance with
the Criminal and Administrative Code for the period 2019-2022 (pre-war and the beginning of the war period).
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Table 5. Analysis of structural changes in corruption according to the Criminal and Administrative Code for the period 2019-2022.

(Source: summarized by the authors based on statistical data [26-27])

2019-2020 pp. 2021-2022 pp.
Corruption according to the Administrative and Criminal Stl:'uctural
Codes of Ukraine Quantity, Structure, Quantity, Structure, ¢ a:ges,
units % units % Yo
Art. 364. Abuse by officials of their official position or authority 284 1.2 480 2.8 1.7
Art. 369. Offer, promise or provision of undue benefit to an official 1641 6.7 2372 14.0 7.3
Art. 368. .A.cceptance of a promise, offer or receipt of an illegal benefit 977 4.0 698 41 01
by an official
Art. .3§5—2. Abus‘e of a‘uthonzed powers by persons engaged in the 78 03 124 07 04
provision of public services
Art. 364-1. Abuse of authorized personnel of a legal entity of any or-
. . . 96 0.4 63 0.4 -
ganizational and legal form in the field of private law
Art. 369-2. Abuse of influence 274 1.1 295 1.7 0.6
Art. 3§8—§. Bribery of authorl.zed pe.rsonnel qf a legal entity of any 59 0.2 56 03 01
organizational and legal form in the field of private law
Art. 354. Bribery of the authorized decision-making personnel of the
o - 83 0.3 51 0.3 -
enterprise, institution or organization
Art. 368-4. Bribery of a public official authorized to make decisions 42 0.2 15 0.1 -0.1
Art. 210. Using budget resources not for their intended purpose,
spending or providing budget loans from the budget without agreed 1 - 2 - -
budget allocations
Art. 368-2. Illegal enrichment - - - - -
Art. 368-5. Illegal enrichment 1 - 1 - -
Art. 366-1. Declaring false information 630 2.6 0 - -2.6
Art. 366-2. Declaring false information - - 10 0.1 0.1
Art. 366-3. Failure to submit a declaration by a person authorized to
) . - - - 150 0.9 0.9
perform state functions or functions of local authorities
Art. 172-4. Non-observance by the person of the restrictions estab- 110 0.4 91 05 01
lished regarding cooperation and combination with other activities ' ’ ’
ArF. 172-?. Violation o.f.the restrictions established regarding the re- 55 0.2 34 0.2 )
ceipt of gifts by an official
Art. 172-6. Violation of financial control requirements 16796 68.6 9409 55.5 -13.2
Art. 172-7.. V|olat.|on of requirements established to prevent and re- 1530 6.3 2708 16.0 97
solve conflicts of interest
Art. 172-8. Illegal use of data obtained by an official in the perfor-
- . 10 - 12 0.1 -
mance of official duties
Art. 172-9. Failure to take appropriate measures to combat corruption 5 - 1 - -
Art. 182?-46. Failure to comply fmth legal rfeqmremenis (precepts) of 150 06 74 04 0.2
the National Agency on Corruption Prevention
Art. 212-15. Violation of the procedure for providing or receiving a
contribution to support a political party, violation of the procedure for
pro.v.|d|ng or recgvmg state funding for the statutF)ry activities 'o'f a 1059 43 9% 06 38
political party, violation of the procedure for providing or receiving
financial (material) support for pre-election campaigning or referen-
dum campaigning
Art. 212-21. Violation of the procedure for submitting a financial report
on the receipt and use of election fund funds, a party report on prop- 592 2.4 226 1.3 -1.1
erty, income, expenses and financial obligations
Total 24473 100.0 16968 100.0 X
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Comparing the official data of the SASU on the number of detected violations and the official data of the National Agency
on Corruption Prevention on the facts of its signs, we can conclude that in the pre-war and beginning of the war period,
the number of detected criminal and administrative violations for the specified period generally decreases, the reason this
is most likely due to the difficulty in obtaining an evidence base. However, on the other hand, there are certain types of
corruption that have a tendency to grow, in particular: offering, promising or giving an undue advantage to an official
(7.3%); abuse by officials of their official position or authority (1.7%); abuse of influence (0.6%); abuse of authorized
powers by persons engaged in the provision of public services (0.4%); violation of requirements established to prevent
and resolve conflicts of interest (9.7%); Failure to submit a declaration by a person authorized to perform state functions
or functions of local authorities (0.9%), etc. [26-27]. We consider it necessary to emphasize that the period of the war
(2022-2023) only shows a sharp increase in the quantitative indicators of accounting data of corruption violations. So, the
data in the table. 4 indicate that in 2023 the latter increased to 7,651 units, which is 58% more compared to 2022.

An analysis of the data in Table 6 shows that the average number of violations detected by the SASU is 31.3%. This is a
third of violations in the total number of corruption cases, according to the National Agency on Corruption Prevention.

Table 6. Analysis of the ratio of the number of companies in which violations were detected by the SASU to the total number of corrup-
tion cases according to NAZK(NACP) data during 2019-2023. (Source: calculated by the authors based on the data in Tables 1, 4)

Indicator name 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 Total

The total number of corruption cases according to the National Agency on

) ) 3283 3382 3094 2068 7651 19478
Corruption Prevention
The total number of companies found to be in violation by the SASU 1257 831 1089 749 855 4781
The percentage of the number of companies in which violations were de-
tected by the SASU in the total number of cases of corruption according 38.3 24.6 35.2 36.2 11.2 24.5

to the NACP

Research shows that for the period 2019-2023, the top three corruption methods included: offering, promising or giving
an undue advantage to an official (21.9%); failure to take appropriate measures to combat corruption (15.7%); declaring
false information (12.8%). In the pre-war period of 2021-2022, accordingly, the structure of corruption was: offering,
promising or giving an undue advantage to an official (46.0%); acceptance of a promise, offer or receipt of an illegal
benefit by an official (13.5%); violation of the procedure for submitting a financial report on the receipt and use of election
fund funds, the party's report on property, income, expenses and obligations of a financial nature (7.2%).

Structural shifts demonstrate the fact that over the past five years, a negative consequence for the economy of Ukraine
has been a clear increase in cases of offers, promises, or the granting of undue benefits to an official (by 24.1%).

DISCUSSION

The conducted research made it possible to focus attention on the negative consequences of the influence of corruption
on the social and economic spheres of our state, which should include: inhibition of economic development (GDP growth
rates), growth of the shadow economy, loss of public and business trust in state power. This is largely consistent with the
results of studies by Gugnin E. [7], Kolb O.G., Duchyminska L.M. [8] and Rodchenko S.S., K.V. Govorukha [12], who also
studied the impact of corruption on the socio-economic sphere, however, in addition to the above, we also single out such
a political and economic result of the spread of corruption as a destructive effect on the national defence system, which
complicates the fight against the aggressor - russia. In the research, attention is drawn to the fact that the spread of
corruption and insufficiently effective and productive anti-corruption reforms hold back the process of Ukraine's accession
to the EU, thereby hindering the implementation of the constitutionally enshrined development vector of our state.

We agree with the position of the team of authors Kofanov A.V., Pavlovska N.V., Kulyk M.Y., Tereshchenko Yu.V., Strelets
G.0. [9] that currently corruption has become widespread in the system of public administration bodies and has significant
consequences on the economy [9]. At the same time, to quantify the scale of corruption manifestations based on data
from the analysis of the dynamics of detected financial violations by the SASU in the region for 2019-2023, we identified
the TOP-3 conditional regions that are prone to violations, including corruption. We also carried out a trend analysis of the
volume of financial violations, which proved the average annual changes in the volume of the number of calculated viola-
tions for the last years 2019-2023 and provided an opportunity to identify and analyze their manifestations for 2026. Thus,
based on the results of our foresight analysis, we provided a forecast that proved that the volume of financial violations in
2026 could reach the level of UAH 68,956.5 thousand. It is important to consider this for the development of a system of
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preventive measures to combat corruption. Hnylytska L. V. [5] considers the anti-corruption audit to be one of the most
effective tools for combating corruption, focusing on the study of its role in the fight against corporate fraud. Complement-
ing the assets of the mentioned scientist [5], we believe that the anti-corruption audit should be considered not only as a
tool of private corporate control but also of state control. Thus, it is appropriate to consider the anti-corruption audit from
the side of the audit, which is provided by the audits of the SASU and the National Anti-Corruption Agency, as well as
independent audits conducted by private auditing companies.

The conducted analytical calculations prove that corruption risks will be minimized only if they are warned. The practice
of anti-corruption audit proves that cases of corruption in companies, institutions and organizations can be assumed, but
they can be proven only by court decisions.

The sources of corruption risks are low legal culture, awareness of the population and company employees; lack of appro-
priate education at the level of company management; a psychological factor that prompts an official to set up a money
or property laundering scheme due to a low level of own income, etc. Thus, the main determinants of the increase in the
level of corruption risks today are political, economic, legal, managerial, social, and psychological factors.

CONCLUSIONS

According to the results of the research, the authors achieved the set goal and proved the importance of anti-corruption
audit and foresight analysis in ensuring the countermeasures against corruption in the conditions of the European integra-
tion economic policy of Ukraine at the macro and micro level.

1. The study of the essence of corruption made it possible to assert that corruption is a negative socio-economic
phenomenon that restrains the development of the state, reduces the trust of the population and business in state
authorities, has a destructive effect on the national defence system, and complicates the struggle of our state against
the military aggression of Russia. Corruption leads to embezzlement of public funds, which negatively affects the
financing of public programs and services. The coming years will be indicative for Ukraine's international partners in
the context of assessing the effectiveness of Ukraine's anti-corruption policy, the degree of implementation of planned
reforms and the achievement of specific results of anti-corruption activities. This will indicate the level of integration
of European values into society and the readiness of Ukraine to become a full member of the European Union. The
perception of the main problems related to corruption by the public and business was analyzed, and it was established
that the general attitude of Ukraine towards corruption is gradually shifting towards intolerance of this negative
phenomenon.

2. Effective state management of anti-corruption activities in Ukraine is possible with the help of certain tools by
conducting an anti-corruption audit. The study of the essence of the anti-corruption audit made it possible to consider
it as a separate subtype of independent financial and legal control, the results of which allow us to conclude that
business entities comply with the laws in the field of anti-corruption in Ukraine. The concept of "anti-corruption audit"
is proposed to be understood as a systematic process of researching organizational, management and financial
information with the help of audit procedures with the aim of forming an independent opinion of the auditor about
the reliability of information regarding the implementation and compliance of anti-corruption policy, the introduction
and realization of anti-corruption programs and anti-corruption measures in companies, local government institutions
or state authorities. This interpretation more perfectly characterizes the anti-corruption audit as a necessary economic
category and illuminates its content.

3. It has been proven that the anti-corruption audit is also important as a tool of retrospective and prospective control,
providing the possibility of actual detection and prevention of systemic fraud, and foresight analysis makes it possible
to predict the probability of corruption actions in the future. Corruption is a negative phenomenon in the social and
economic sphere, and its level should be determined by qualitative and quantitative parameters, which can further
characterize the effectiveness of the legal, economic, and social system of the country. In addition, the main
instrument of state management of anti-corruption activities today is the regulation of measures due to the
introduction of new legislative acts, and the implementation of various organizational measures to prevent corruption.
Such measures should include improving the organization of audit activities, which can be implemented in the form
of anti-corruption audits and the provision of consulting services. Anti-corruption audits should be considered from
the side of the audit, which is provided by the audits of the SASU and the National Anti-Corruption Agency, as well
as independent audits conducted by private auditing companies.
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4. The main way to combat corruption and prevent the sources of its occurrence is the formation of an independent
anti-corruption audit system, which serves as the basis for building the anti-corruption ecosystem of Ukraine. In order
to solve the tasks, set by the European Union before the leadership of our country regarding the regulation of anti-
corruption legislation, it is first of all necessary to attribute the structuring of the anti-corruption system, making it
transparent and effective. To ensure this, it is advisable to develop measures that would ensure the fight against its
occurrence. The authors propose to group anti-corruption measures as follows: first, at the level of local government
institutions, ensure the connection of control bodies with the population, administrations of economic entities, etc.;
secondly, to create conditions for transparency and openness of data on the results of detected corruption, its
consequences and the results of the realization of anti-corruption policy on the ground; thirdly, law enforcement
agencies should respond promptly and as a priority to cases of corruption and accordingly take urgent measures to
eliminate it. Such a grouping is a consequence of the study of the results of the anti-corruption audit and will help to
effectively manage informative data and implement them to support sustainable economic development.

5. Studies have shown that the SASU plays a significant role in the formation of the anti-corruption audit system. It is
a controlling body, based on the results of audits, judgments are formed about the presence of corruption and
fraudulent schemes. The conducted studies proved that the results of the inspections of the SASU are part of the
anti-corruption audit. The analysis of the trend showed an increase in financial violations from 2019 to 2023 by an
average of UAH 10,481.6 thousand annually, which is negative for the state economy, as the results of the latter
may hide signs of corruption schemes. The analysis of the structure and structural changes in the dynamics of
registered criminal and administrative violations for 2019-2023 proved only an increase in corruption cases registered
by the NAKC. An anti-corruption audit at the level of an independent audit is an effective and efficient tool in
combating corruption and corporate fraud. The latter reduces the negative trends that were caused by the actions
of officials related to abuse of office. Accordingly, increasing the role of anti-corruption audits is possible only in the
presence of an appropriately developed set of rules, standards, and procedures for detecting, countering, and
preventing corruption in the financial and economic activities of companies and state and local government bodies.
Anti-corruption audit practice testifies to the fact that the presence of an anti-corruption program in a company does
not always guarantee its full implementation, primarily due to the incomparability of rules, standards, and procedures.
The authors emphasize that a pre-agreed anti-corruption program (clause 2 of Article 62 of the "Law on Prevention
of Corruption") with the bodies of the National Agency for the Prevention of Corruption (NAPC) based on the results
of an anti-corruption audit would guarantee a higher level of information reliability. The authors suggest at the
legislative level to improve the procedure for approving anti-corruption programs of companies by coordinating the
latter with the subjects of the NACP.

Prospects for further scientific research consist of a scientifically based analysis of the influence of the above qualitative
parameters on the formation of the level of corruption and the development of ways to reduce it based on the use of
correlation models of the relationship. This will provide an assessment of the level of effectiveness of the anti-corruption
audit and the formation of the anti-corruption ecosystem of Ukraine, which will structure the levels of influence and ensure
their accurate assessment.
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Mavictperko A., Haszaposa K., KoriotieHko T., OB4apuk P., MiHsino B., LLianiMoBa H.

AHTUKOPYNUIAHUA AYAUT KOMMAHINA I ®OPCANT-AHAJII3 B YMOBAX
€BPOIHTErPALINHOI EKOHOMIYHOI NONITUKN OEPXXABU

Y cTaTTi NoKasaHe AOCNIMKEHHS aKTyallbHMX NpobsieM NOLWKMPEHHS Kopynuii B YKpaiHi. YCTaHOBNEHO, WO KOPYMUis € He-
raTVBHWM COLLia/IbHO-EKOHOMIYHUM SIBULLIEM, SIKE CTPUMYE EKOHOMIYHWI PO3BUTOK AEPXXaBW, 3HWKYE A0BIpYy A0 Bnaau Ta
YCKNaAHIOe 60poTbOY 3 BOEHHOO arpecieto pd. Hanbnmkyi poku CTaHyTb MOKA30BMMU AN1S MDXKHAPOAHMX NapTHepIB Ykpa-
THU B KOHTEKCTi OLiHKM eheKTUBHOCTI aHTUKOPYNUINHOI NONITUKKM YKpaiHKW, CTyneHs peanizauii 3anfaHoBaHUX aHTUMKOPYM-
LifHWX pedopM, WO CBiAYUTUME NPO piBeHb iHTerpaLii eBponeicbKuX LIIHHOCTEW Y COLiyM Ta FOTOBHICTb YKpaiHu cTaTtu
MoBHOMNPaBHMM YneHoM EC. MpoaHanizoBaHO CHPUMHSTTS MPOMAACHKICTIO Ta 6I3HECOM OCHOBHUX KOPYMUIMHUX NPo6neM i
BCTAHOBJIEHO, LUO 3arasibHe CTaBMeHHs YKpaiHu A0 KOpynuii MOCTYNoBO 3MillyeTbcs B Hik HETEPNUMOCTI A0 LUbOro HeraTu-
BHOro siBMLLA. Ha OCHOBI aHanily avHaMikun BusiBneHnx [ep>xaBHOW ayAUTOPCHKOI Cy60to Ykpaiiu dhiHaHCOBKX Nopy-
LeHb y po3pi3i perioHiB 3a 2019-2023 pp. BU3HAYEHO NepLUy TPiKY YMOBHUX PEFIOHIB, SIKi MalOTb CXMITbHICTb 10 MOPYLUEHb,
y TOMy ymnchi 1 kopynuii. 34iiCHEHO TPeHAOBUI aHani3 06csiry (iHaHCOBMX MOPYLUEHb, SIKMI 3aCBiAYMB CepeaHi LOpPidHi
3MiHM B 06Csirax CyMU HapaxoBaHWX nopyleHb 3a 2019-2023 poku 1 HaaaB MOXJIMBICTb 3poBUTU MPOrHO3 Ha 2026 pik.
Pe3synbTaTn hopcaiT-aHanisy 3acBiguytoTb, Wo obcsr diHaHCoBKX nopyweHb 2026 p. Moxe Aocsirtv piBHs 68956,5 Tuc.
rpH. JocnimxeHo 06nikoBi KpUMiHanbHI 1 aaMiHICTpaTMBHI NMOPYLIEHHS 3a BuaaMu kopynuii npotsarom 2019-2023 pokis.
AHani3 cTpykTypu nopyuweHsb 3a 2019-2022 poku nokasas, WO Halbinbl NOWMpEHi Taki: Npono3uuis, obiusHka abo Ha-
[laHHS1 HeMpaBOMIpHOI BUroamn cnyx60Bilt 0cobi (21,9%); HEBXWUTTS 3axodiB WoAo npoTuaii kopynuii (15,7%); aeknapy-
BaHHSA HefocToBipHOI iHdopmauii (12,8%). AHani3 niaTBeEpPAMB BaX/IMBICTb NPOBEAEHHS aHTMKOPYMLIAHOrO ayauTy KOM-
MaHin i HoOpMyBaHHS CUCTEMM HE3ANEXHOMO aHTMKOPYNUIHOIO ayanTy.

KnouoBi cnoBa: kopynuisi, aHTUKOPYNUiiHa eKoCcuCTeMa AepXXaBu, AEPXXaBHE YNpaBiHHS Ta perystoBaHHS EKOHOMIKM,
€BpOiHTErpaliiiHa eKkoHOMiYHa NONITUKA Aep)KaBW, AHTUKOPYNUIMHWIA ayauT, aHanis i dopcainT-aHania, diHaHCOBWI
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